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!-{i t i gat ing Ua! erfqwf*I,rlor ta1 ities in Mine Ponds. Tenneco
Minerals, Goldstrike Mine. M/053/005, Washington County.
Utah

I spoke with l'lr. Russ Dugdale (Process Manage!) and Ms.
Marty Litus (Environmental Engineer) of Tenneco, over the phone, on
January 12, 1989. The conversation focused on preventing waterfowl
mortalities in the cyanide leach ponds to be instalLed at the site.

According to l,tr. Dugdale, the operatot has not taken any
steps to rnitigate for this type of situation because it is not
expected at this site. The site is not located close to any large
bodies of water, which would attract J-arge numbers of waterfowl .

AJ.so, the process ponds will be small , and therefore, not expected
to attract waterfowl flying over.

Mr, Dugdal-e and Ms. Litus did indicate that if a problem
does develop, the operator wilL then take mitigative steps, This
would entaiL rigging up loud speakers in the pond area and playing
at a loud volune, Rock & Ro11 - Heavy Metal music.

Apparently this type of nusic contains a broad range of
sound frequencies taken to be distress signals by several different
species of waterfowl . The only drawback to the system would be the
impact the noise would have on post-adoJ-escent humans working in
the area,

If the above faiLed to work, the operators indicate that
netting could be rigged across the pond to prevent birds from
reaching the water. Such netting may, however, cause mortality to
birds becoming entangled in it,

Ms. Litus said the oDerator wil-1 monitor the waterfowl
activity; and exchange such iiformation with the Division as time
progresses.
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